
Twelfth Grade Literature and Composition 
2020-2021 

Mrs. Heidi Kerley, Room 200 

hkerley@jocoed.net 

 

Class Objective:  Our focus will be on the literary elements and devices throughout many pieces of literature, including 

but not limited to:  novels, short stories, drama, informational texts, and poetry.  The use of technology will also be 

incorporated into the units. Writing is a major focus of the class. Students will write daily as well as develop essays and 

papers analyzing and relating to reading materials. Vocabulary and grammar will be reviewed and taught throughout the 

year. 

 

Expected Outcomes and Responsibilities- 

The Student will: 

● Be able to read and comprehend literary fiction and non-fiction as well as cite evidence from texts to support 

analysis of these texts. 

● Be able to interpret writing for meaning, ideas, purpose and order. 

● Be able to write argumentatively and informatively using support of claims, conveying ideas clearly, and applying 

learned writing techniques. 

● Utilize technology to gather, analyze and create information. 

● Become aware of and understand the proper use of grammar and vocabulary in writing and speech.  

● Understand how communication influences every area of life for all individuals.  

● Be willing to participate and work to make the course successful.  Be positive in your attitude and in your outlook 

toward our goals as a group.  Be on time and attend class regularly.  Be respectful to all others in the classroom. Be 

responsible for missed assignments and due dates. Be prepared in mind, spirit and book bag!  

 

The Teacher will:  

● Be responsible for guiding the class as a facilitator toward our “expected outcomes” and teaching with the                 

Tennessee ELA standards. 

(https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/education/instruction/academic-standards/english-language-arts-standards.ht

ml)  

● Be responsible for timely communication with students and parents regarding questions or concerns with the               

student and/or class.  

● Be positive, flexible and supportive in developing the course to suit the individual and collective needs of students. 

● Be available for assistance with assignments before and after school during preset times. 

● Be respectful of all others in the classroom and responsible for leading our class to successfully meeting our goals! 

 

Materials and Texts: 

● All instructional materials are provided by JCHS.  The student is financially responsible for any damages 

or loss of JCHS books/materials including technology.  

● Bringing a notebook or folder –consider something with pockets for handouts as well as a place for notebook 

paper- dedicated to this class as well as loose-leaf paper and a writing utensil (pencil and/or pen) is, of 

course, necessary and required. A two-inch binder works well.  

● Most weeks, students will be assigned an AoW (Article of the Week). Our focus in 12th grade for these articles 

will be college, career, and postsecondary options as well as specific interests of the students.  

● We will be reading and analyzing selections from Pearson’s MyPerspectives, British and World Literature, 

Grade 12.  

● Possible pieces of literature for study are: Beowulf, Hamlet, Macbeth,  The Canterbury Tales, Jane Eyre, 

Wuthering Heights, Brave New World, Frankenstein and others. 

● Instructional material (texts, articles, handouts…) can be requested from the instructor by email or phone at 

hkerley@jocoed.net or 423-727-2620. 

 

Grading: 

Your grade will be assessed as follows –  

100% of 9-Week grades: 10% Participation 

25% Daily grades 

25%Homework/Quizzes 

40% Tests/Essays/Projects 

● There is no EOC for 12th Grade English!!! 

● 100-93 = “A”;  92-85 = “B”;  84-75 = “C”; 74-70= “D” and 69 or below = “F” 
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Late Assignments/Zeros (Cheating and Plagiarizing): 

● Students have 3 class days to make up the work for each class day absent, not including the day of return. 
However, previously assigned work is due the day of return.  Late assignments will be accepted after the due date 

in most cases.  Making up of late work is THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY. 

● A grade of “0” will be given to an assignment plagiarized in part or in its entirety.  PLAGIARIZE: to use and 

pass off (the ideas or writings of another) as one’s own. This includes direct copying of another 

student’s work, an electronic text, or any print text. Any student sharing his/her work with another may be 

considered guilty of plagiarism. Giving work to another so that it may be copied is a direct violation. Failure 

(accidentally or on purpose) to give accurate documentation of a source material in a paper, speech, project or 

presentation is plagiarism.   Just don’t do it!  

 

Honor Statement* 

Cheating is the act of gaining an unfair advantage, or misrepresenting one’s knowledge. It includes, but is not limited to: 

1. Wrongfully using or taking the ideas or work of another; for example, 

a. giving or receiving unauthorized aid from another person on assignments, papers, quizzes, 

tests, or examinations, b. Plagiarizing, c. getting advance information about quizzes, tests, or examinations. 

2. Using or consulting unauthorized materials or using unauthorized devices on papers, quizzes, tests or 

examinations. 

3. Using any portion of a paper or project to fulfill the requirements of more than one course, unless the student 

has received prior permission to do so. 

4. Intentionally misrepresenting the need for extra time on any assignments, papers, quizzes, tests or 

examinations, in order to gain more information. 

5. Choosing to be absent on the due date of a paper, project, quiz or test with the purpose of gaining more 

information. 

6. Lying about any of the above. 

Violations will result in a grade of zero for the work in question, with no chance for makeup, and with a 

referral for disciplinary action. In addition, I will not write college recommendations for any student 

involved in cheating, and will report such incidences to the senior counselor, the appropriate 

administrator, the Johnson County High School Scholarship Committee and the advisors of the Senior 

Beta Club and the National Honor Society. 

* Adapted from East Chapel Hill High School Honor Code. http://www.chccs.k12.nc.us/echhs/studenthandbooksec1.htm 

 

Absences: Per school policy, more than four (4) absences during a semester forfeits credit for the course. The only 

time-for-time I will accept is staying after school or attending Saturday school. Time-for-Time must be documented by a 

pink slip from the teacher in charge. 

 

Note to Parents/Guardians: High school students are expected to be responsible for their behavior, assignments, and 

conflict resolution. We will be held to the rules and guidelines of the JCHS Handbook (https://www.jocoed.net/1/Forms). 

However, I will be in frequent contact with parents/guardians in order to maximize students’ opportunities for success. If 

parents or students need to contact me for any reason, please call me at school, 727-2620, and leave a message. I will 

return your call as soon as possible. You may also reach me via email. 

 

 

Dear Student and Guardian(s): 

 

It is my pleasure to have the opportunity to be the facilitator for this course!  My goal is for your participation 

in the course to be as meaningful and successful as possible.  If you or your guardian(s) have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  We are going to have an awesome class this year and I am very 

much looking forward to sharing your senior year with you! 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Heidi Kerley  

423-727-2620 (school) 

hkerley@jocoed.net  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return COMPLETED to Mrs. Kerley  

no later than August 17th 

 

 
 
I, __________________, understand the syllabus for my 12th grade Literature and Composition 

Course and agree to not only participate in class, but also fulfill my responsibilities. I understand that 

my full participation not only benefits my learning and growth, but also the success of the endeavors 

of the class.  I am willing to be responsible for completing all required assignments to the teacher’s 

satisfaction and will also respect my classmates, teacher and JCHS property. 

I also understand that PLAGIARISM and CHEATING is taken seriously by Mrs. Kerley and accept 

that if I turn in a plagiarized assignment or attempt to cheat, I will receive a grade of “0” for that 

assignment along with any other penalties as outlined in the syllabus.  

 

 

_______________         _____________________________________ 

Date Student Signature 

 

 

____________________________  ___________________________ 

Guardian Signature(s) 

 

 

________________________  

Teacher Signature 

 

 

What is the best way to reach YOU?  

 

Phone: ______________________  

 

 Cell: _________________ 

 

E-mail: ________________________________ 

 

Additional information you would like for me to know about your child:  

(Use the back, if necessary) 


